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Essential Understandings, Content Standards and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	Whenever people create, use or buy resources, there is a cost.

Some resources can be created, some can be reused, and some are not renewable. 

People make decisions about their use of resources.



	History: The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
	Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
	Major historical events result from different religious, social, economic, or political viewpoints that may lead to conflict.

Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the local community and the state.



	Civics: People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Rules and laws must serve the common good in a community and reflect shared values.

People throughout the United States share certain common values, including our Core Ethical Values.  

	
	The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy.
	The United States consists of 50 states that have their own state governments divided into three branches.




	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	The various groups of people who settled Connecticut now and in the past have cultural practices and products that have changed over time and place. 



	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	Periods of movement, cooperation, interdependence and conflict may result when two or more cultures or groups of people interact. 



	
	People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 


	Groups of people move for various reasons

The various groups of people who settled in the various regions of the United States have cultural practices that have impacted and changed other cultures




	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.


	Each of the 13 colonies was located in a place with distinct characteristics.

Connecticut has physical and human features that make it unique.



	
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	The 13 colonies can be grouped by regional characteristics.



	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	The US is comprised of 50 states that can be located on a map.
The US is divided into geographic regions that can be located on a map.
There are different types of maps that can be read and interpreted using a key and certain symbols.



	
	Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
	The colonists interacted with the native people, with other colonists, with Great Britain, and with their environment.

The interaction of the colonists with their new environment caused the environment to change.



	
	People, goods and ideas move from place to place.


	Colonists came from other countries to settle the US for a variety of reasons.




	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Select a topic for research and ask questions to identify sub-topics 

Identify key words, develop and apply search strategies

Identify and obtain information from a variety of texts 

Identify main ideas and supporting evidence

Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information

Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion
Use appropriate graphic organizers, begin to use maps and charts

Begin to use a variety of appropriate note-taking strategies

Create a product that demonstrates understanding of information

Cite sources of information


	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings, beliefs, and content knowledge 

Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values

Perform varied roles in groups




	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Examine problems and explore solutions

Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion

Compare and contrast ideas and concepts

Identify cause and effect relationships 

Recognize that different people have different points of view

Construct and interpret charts, graphs and narratives 

Examine and explain own thinking
Be aware of current events and how they relate to other aspects of history and social studies.



Grade 4: States and Regions
	Essential Understandings: 

1. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

	Content Standards:

1. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified


	Essential Question: How do I use a map to locate states and regions of the United States?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· The United States is comprised of 50 states that can be located on a map.

· The United States is divided into geographic regions that can be located on a map.

· There are different kinds of maps that can be read using a key and certain symbols.
	Locate the 50 states on a map

	
	Identify the major geographic regions of the United States

	
	Apply basic map skills


Grade 4: Connecticut History and Government

	Essential Understandings: 
1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:
1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
3. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good. 
4. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values, and principles of American democracy. 
5. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
6. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

7. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 

8. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

9. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

10. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 

11. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified.

12. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

13. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

14. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.


	Essential Question: What is Connecticut like now, and how did it become the state that we know today?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Whenever people create, use, or buy resources, there is a cost.

· Some resources can be created, some can be renewed, and some are not renewable.

· People make decisions about their use of resources.

· Major historical events result from different religious, social, economic, or political viewpoints that may lead to conflict.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the local community and the state.

· Rules and laws must serve the common good in a community and reflect shared values.

· People throughout the United States share certain common values, including our Core Ethical Values.

· The United States consists of 50 states that have their own state governments divided into three branches.
Citizenship comes with rights and responsibilities.

· The various groups of people who settled Connecticut now and in the past have cultural practices and products that have changed over time and place. 

· Periods of movement, cooperation, interdependence and conflict may result when two or more cultures or groups of people interact. 

· Groups of people move for various reasons

· The various groups of people who settled in the various regions of the United States have cultural practices that have impacted and changed other cultures

· Connecticut has physical and human features that make it unique.
	Know the major events, individuals, historical sites, and symbols that are important in Connecticut history (Nathan Hale, Mark Twain, Samuel Colt, Harriet Beecher Stowe, the Charter Oak, the mountain laurel, etc.)

	
	Know the major features of Connecticut geography

	
	Locate Connecticut on various types of maps (physical, political, population)

	
	Describe how physical systems (weather and climate) have affected the lives of people in CT (economy, recreation, transportation)

	
	Know the structure of Connecticut’s government

	
	Know the function of each branch of government

	
	Know what a constitution is and how it provides for the structure of government

	
	Know the process for making and implementing laws

	
	Know significant characteristics of an effective and responsible citizen

	
	Know the physical, cultural, and economic characteristics of Connecticut’s counties and regions

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of Connecticut (see pp. 5/6))


	Suggested Strategies
	· Field trips: Old State House, State Capitol 
· Classroom charter and What if I were Governor lessons from Old State House 
· CT map activity 
· role playing games/debates 
· classroom constitutions 
· election year activities

	Suggested Assessments
	· exit tickets 
· reflection paragraph after field trip
·  CT attraction project

	Suggested Resources
	· Connecticut (Fradin) with question packet 
· Scholastic News article on branches of government 
· posters and visual aids 
· CT government article 
· A-Z article and questions

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet research (branches of government) 
· Brainpop
·  “Checks and Balances” 
· webquests 
· PowerPoint presentations 
· Jeopardy games

	Content Vocabulary
	· judicial, legislative, executive, Charter Oak, constitution, laws, representatives, bill, county, population, branches, recreation, transportation


Grade Four: Colonial America

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standard(s):

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

3. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

4. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 

5. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

6. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

7. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 

8. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified.

9. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

10. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

11. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.


	Essential Questions: What motivates groups of people to leave the life they know for a new life in a different place? How does your life compare with life in colonial America?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Whenever people create, use, or buy resources, there is a cost.

· Major historical events result from different religious, social, economic, or political viewpoints that may lead to conflict.

· Rules and laws must serve the common good in a community and reflect shared values.

· Groups of people move for various reasons.

· The various groups of people who settled Connecticut now and in the past have cultural practices and products that have changed over time and place.

· Each of the 13 colonies was located in a place with distinct characteristics.

· The 13 colonies can be grouped by regional characteristics.

· There are different types of maps that can be read and interpreted using a key and certain symbols.

· The colonists interacted with the native people, with other colonists, with Great Britain, and with their environment.

· The interaction of the colonists with their new environment caused the environment to change.

· Colonists came from other countries to settle the US for a variety of reasons.


	Know the reasons that colonists left England and went to North America

	
	Know the hardships experienced by the colonists on the journey from Europe

	
	Know what happened when the first colonists arrived in Plymouth, Jamestown and New York 

	
	Know the thirteen colonies and the reasons for and variations in their development

	
	Know the geographic factors that influenced the development of the thirteen colonies

	
	Know the differences in geography and economy between the northern, middle and southern colonies

	
	Know how government developed in the colonies and how it differed from English government

	
	Know the characteristics of life in the colonies: rules, laws, jobs, family life, education, pastimes

	
	Know the impact of the colonists on the Native Americans and the impact of the Native Americans on the colonists

	
	Know the timeline of the development of colonial America

	
	Know the major occupations of the colonists and how these contributed to the development of the economy

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of colonial America  (see pp. 5/6)


	Suggested Strategies
	· Inquiry-based study of some colonies 

· Field trips: Plymouth, Webb-Dean-Stevens museum
· colonial times timeline

· create Pilgrim villages (2-D or 3-D)

· Venn diagrams comparing Pilgrim with modern life

· maps and timelines

	Suggested Assessments
	· Colonial Day (performance assessment); 

· research project on colonial occupation; 

· A Lion to Guard Us assessment; 

· expository paragraph

	Suggested Resources
	· A Lion to Guard Us 
· If You Sailed on the Mayflower 
· If You Lived In Colonial Times 
· Blood on the River
· What’s the Big Idea Ben Franklin?
· videos on Roanoke, Jamestown, the 13 colonies, A Day in the Life of… 
· posters and other visual aides 
· guided reading books on colonial times 
· Pilgrims (Magic Tree House) 
· selected readings about important Pilgrims
· book sets: Colonial Jobs, Kids in Colonial Times (Newbridge)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet research for colonial occupations 
· Brainpop
· webquests about Pilgrim life

·  http://www.kidinfo.com/American_History/Colonization_Jamestown.html 
· www.historyglobe.com 

	Content Vocabulary
	· colony, colonist, occupation, Plymouth, Jamestown, Roanoke, region, economy, England, Europe, Pilgrim, plantation, negotiate


PAGE  
13

